CARIBOO FIRE CENTRE WEATHER FORECAST
ISSUED:  1030 am Sunday, September 4, 2022
VALID:  Through Tuesday, September 13, 2022
SYNOPSIS:  A big change is underway as a much cooler slightly unstable airmass follows a cold front that is sweeping eastward across the fire centre this morning. Daytime heating will act on this new airmass to generate scattered showers and thundershowers this afternoon with most of the activity over the northern half of the fire centre. Moderate and gusty S-SW winds will also develop as the instability helps mix down the stronger SW winds aloft. High temperatures today in the upper teens to low 20s with minimum RHs of 25 to 35% over the south. Scattered showers and thundershowers will linger into this evening and then be followed by partial clearing overnight. Much cooler tonight with overnight lows of 2 to 8 C. On Monday a drier subsident WSW flow aloft will likely limit Monday’s shower activity to the Quesnel zone and the higher upslope areas to the east of the Fraser. Highs Monday in the upper teens with Minimum RHs in the 20 to 30% range over the south Winds will be light westerly with some afternoon gustiness over the Chilcotin. 
3 TO 5-DAY OUTLOOK… TUESDAY TO  THURSDAY…  The newfound progressive pattern continues into the 3 to 5-day outlook period. A northward extension of a strong upper ridge over the western US will bring sunnier,  warmer and dry conditions to the fire centre on Tuesday with highs likely rebounding back up into the low 20s. Cooler unsettled conditions are likely to return Wednesday into Thursday morning as an upper trough crosses the region.  A drier NW flow aloft will follow the trough for a clearing trend by Thursday afternoon. 
CONFIDENCE:  Generally good. Much cooler conditions are a sure bet for the foreseeable future. As usual some uncertainty with reguards to the convection today. Looks like most northern sites will see some precipitation this afternoon or this evening with amounts generally in the 2 to 5 mm range although 10 to 15mm are likely with some of the stronger storms.  Confidence is good for most southern sites to see little if any precipitation through the next 5 days.
 
WINDS ALOFT:  Puntzi Mountain
2000 m SW 30. 3000m SW 40.
 
6 TO 10 DAY FRIDAY TO TUESDAY of next week:  Progressive pattern continues into the long-range as another transient ridge crosses the BC interior on Friday.  A deep upper low over the Yukon is then expected to drop southward into the region over the weekend bringing much cooler unsettled conditions. Some shower activity is likely but no sign of a season-ending precipitation event. Confidence is poor beyond next weekend as long-range model solutions diverge on the placement of the main weather features but a good bet is that temperatures will remain on the cool side. 
 
WEST OF FRASER
TODAY:  Mainly cloudy with scattered showers and thundershowers over the north. Sunny with cloudy periods and a risk of a thundershower over the south.  Winds becoming SW 15-25 G 35-45 km/h.  MAX TEMP: 17 to 21C.  MIN RH: 25-35% over the south.
TONIGHT:  Isolated evening showers over the north otherwise clear with cloudy periods.  Winds SW 10-20 G 30 km/h this evening becoming light and variable overnight.   MIN TEMP: 2 to 5C. MAX RH: 75-100% north 55-75 % south.
MONDAY:  Variable cloudiness. Slight chance of an afternoon shower over the far north. Winds W 12-22 G 30-40 km/h.  MAX TEMP: 15 to 19C.  MIN RH: 20-30%.
FORECAST LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING
Today: Isolated north/ nil Tonight: nil / nil Tomorrow: nil / nil
Venting: Good during the afternoons.
 EAST OF FRASER
TODAY:  Mainly cloudy with scattered showers and thundershowers over the north. Sunny with cloudy periods over the south.  Winds becoming SW 10-20 G 35 km/h.  MAX TEMP: 17 to 22C.  MIN RH: 25-35% over the south.
TONIGHT:  Scattered evening showers and thundershowers over the north. Partly cloudy and dry over the south.  Winds SW 8-15 G 30 km/h this evening then light and variable overnight.   MIN TEMP: 5 to 8C. MAX RH: 85-100% north 55-75 % south.
MONDAY:  Variable cloudiness. Slight chance of an afternoon shower with the risk of a thundershower over the north. Winds W 8-18 G 35 km/h. MAX TEMP: 15 to 19C.  MIN RH: 20-30% over the south.
FORECAST LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING
Today: Isolated north / nil  Tonight: Isolated north / nil Tomorrow: Risk / nil
Venting: Good during the afternoon.
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Forecaster: Gregory Pearce (604-583-4616)
BCWS.CaFCFireWeather@gov.bc.ca
gregpearce@firewx.club
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Description Spatial Coverage

Nil No lightning
Risk Less than 20%
Isolated 20-40%
Scattered 40-60%
Widespread Greater than 60%





